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As is well known, Leningrad was heavily damaged during WW II but little damage is

4gisible now. The rebuilding program has heen on a gigantic scale. The principal

Soviet observatory at Pulkovo, southwest of Leningrad, was in the direct firing

line during the siege of the city and was utterly destroyed. The main building

has now been rebuilt and a hotel with 60 rooms for visiting scientigts has been
constructed nearby. Houses are currently being bullt for the permsnent staff on

the observatory. The large refractor was destroyed, although its lens was probably
saved. It has not been fully restored. Several smaller » modern telescopes have

gone up in seperate buildings scattered over the large grounds. Some of the -
equipment was msde by Zeiss of Germeny, and some in the large optical shops of
Leningrad. The Director of the Observatory, Professor Michailov (fou) is an excellent
organizer and a dynamic man, impatient with the progress which is really quite
satisfactory.

Crimea. The observatory at Simeis was looted by the Wehrmacht in 1943 and the principal
instruments carted off to Potsdem, Germany. The librery was also completely moved to
Germeny but has now been returned and the observatory has been Pully Te-equipped, partly
with telescopes taken from Babelsberg - Berlin. The fine atlas prepared by Dr GA Shajn
of emission nebulae, wes cbtained at the Simeis Observa.tory\ \ Simels

has & coronograph of high opticel quality made at the Leningrad optical plant. The site
of the observatory is not toco good, however, since it is close to the sea and the sky is
generally hazy and heavy with clouds. A new site has been chosen due north of the Simeis
Observatory in the center of the Crimean Peninsula. Apperently it was merely picked as a
point on the mep in the middle of nowhere and with no attempt to spot it for convenience

of access. Rather than build a road to it first and then build the observatory, both
were started simulteneously. | |

lgreatly impressed with the

us eirfort which is being put into the sclence of astronomy in the USSR.

he average scientific level at present is of "B" grade, with variations from
'A" to "C", However, it promises soon to be of "A" level provided good use is made of the
very extensive facilities now being created within the USSR » and provided proper use is
made of the very large number of students who sre being trained in the universities. The

general education of the Soviet astronomy student appears Toughly on a par with US education,

Judging from the courses they are glven, the ability of the people who glve them, and the
nurber of young Soviet astronomers, The Soviets do a great deal of trenslating of US and
UK pepers end books on sstronomy, [
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